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PREFACE 


The Singapore Buddhist Meditation Centre plans to publish a series of 
illustrated Buddhist stories for children. It is with great pleasure that we 
present the first publication in this series which is entitled "Life of the Buddha . 
for Children". It is a biography of the Exalted One, Lord Gotama Buddha, who 
has been hailed as the most illustrious and the noblest religious teacher of the 
world. 


WA The world is increasingly more caught up with material pursuits. As a 
result, wholesome virtues such as compassion, loving-kindness and 
generosity, may become rarer. This does not augur well for our society and it 
is a difficult time to raise children. As Buddhists, we can turn to the life 
experiences of the Buddha and draw valuable lessons on morality and virtues 
to teach our little ones. We must help to increase their spiritual awareness so 
that they may learn from childhood what is right and wrong and grow up to 
be responsible, moral and upright people. Only then can they contribute 
meaningfully to society and make it a better place for all. 


af The lucid and simple narration of the story was written by Ms Dhammi 
Bay who has also helped to collect the funds for this publication. All the 
pictures have been drawn by Mr Vijaya Keerthi, under the direction and 
guidance of veteran artist, Mr. P. Wickramanayake. | am also thankful to Ms 
Padmakumari Dassanayaka Renu for her typesetting work in Sinhalese and 
to Mr Sandadas Coperathewa, Ms Sharon Lim, Ms Karuni Tay and Ms 
Sujata Tan for all the help that they had given in various ways. 
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Ven. W. Sarada Thero 
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1 The Bodhisatta, our future Gotama 
Buddha, was living in Tusita heaven when he 
was invited by the other devas to be born into 

> an earthly mother’s womb. 







| India was then celebrating Esala (July) festival. | 
The Bodhisatta's future parents, Queen Mahamaya | 
and King Suddhodhana, also joined in the! 
celebrations. sé 





3 On Æsala fullmoon day, the Queen 
observed Sila (precepts). After a tiring day of 
charity works, she went to bed early to rest. 


















4 Towards dawn, the Queen had a wonderful 
dream. Four goddesses, the wives of the four 
guardian deities, carried her to the Himalayas. 
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4 5 There she was bathed in a lake before being led to 
i rest on a golden bed. Then a beautiful white elephant 
IS approached her, holding a white Lily in his trunk. It 
í » entered her womb from the right. 








6 At that very moment, our Bodhisatta 
departed from heaven and conceived in the 
Queen’s womb. That was what her dream had 


meant. 










7 The next morning, Queen Mahamaya told the 
King about her dream who at once summoned eight 
of his wisest men to interprete it. | 

en 


; —tre—younge them; said: 

"No, your Majesty, the Prince will surely be a Fully 
' 8 Seven of them predicted that the Queen had | | Enlightened One." He was later to become a disciple of 
| conceived a very noble son and that he would | the Buddha and also the first Arahant (saint) in this 
| either become a Universal Monarch or a Fully | R 


Enlightened One. 


| 11 On the way to Devadaha, the Queen was 


| attracted by the beautiful flowers at Lumbini 
Soon the Queen was due to deliver her | Park and decided to rest there for a while to 
child. One day, she told the King that enjoy the scenery. 

she wanted to visit her parents at 

Devadaha. He agreed readily. 












13 She delivered her 
baby standing under a 
Sal Tree in 623 B.C. on 


n day. Á 
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in Lumbini Park, the 
en suddenly felt labour pain. 


12 While 
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14 Kaladevala, a great ascetic, who heard about the | 
birth, went to see the baby. The King carried him out ða; 
and tried to make him pay reverence to Kaladevala. MEN S 
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15 But the Prince’s feet turned 
and planted on Kaladevala’s head. 
| He at once knew that the Prince 
» would be a great being. 
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toddler Prince sat under a rose apple 
= tree and went into his first deep 
meditation | | | 
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18 Awed by the sight, the | 
King paid homage to his son. 






(“16 After examining PE 
the baby, Kaladevala 
smiled and then cried. 
He told the worried 
parents that he had 
smiled because he 


knew that the prince 





would eventually be a 
Buddha. But knowing 
_ that he would not live , 
I long enough to see a 
that, he cried. Á 
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19 The Prince had a private tutor, Sabbamitta. 20 Before his marriage, the Prince had to 
But he soon surpassed his teacher in wisdom. display his warrior skills to his relatives to | 
A pi 
prove that he was worthy of his cousins. e 
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His relatives were impressed. ARA 
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23 Once when he was out riding, 
the Prince saw four sights which disturbed him deeply: a ver 
old man, a sick man, a corpse and an ascetic. He thought i 
despair: "Life is full of sufferings, I must try to find a way to g 
out of all these sufferings." 


i” Á 







22 Prince Siddhatta picked his cousin, 
Princess Yasodhara, to be his wife. He was then 
16 vears old. 







24 Just then, he was told: 
"Your Highness, your wife just 
delivered a son." 


he must leave the palace and his family anc 


PO <> | |/ ee Late that night, the Prince decided thai 
is AAN. | 1 á me go in search of the answer to the way out o 
P 7, 


universal suffering. 
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25 On hearing that, the 
Prince thought: "Oh, Rahula! 
That is another bondage!" 
> The boy was then named 
>. Rahula by his grandfather. 
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then return to see my son." 
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29 An evil deva, Mara, tried 
to stop him: "Prince, do not 
leave. In seven days’ time, you 
will be a Universal Monarch." 


31 "Channa, we have a full moon tonight," 
observed the Prince, as they raced into the 


night. 


ere 
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a eee This must be a good omen." 


27 Catching a quick look at his new born 
Í son, the Prince thought: "If I try to see my 
Í son now, Yasodhara will wake up and stop me 
f from leaving. First I will find salvation and f 














x "Yes your Highness, the 
| whole place is glittering with 
Be me moonlight. It is so beautiful. about my renunciation first." 










28 Calling to his charioteer: 
"Channa, bring me my horse, I 
have a journey to make." 


113 














30 "Mara, you cannot stop me! I 
will make this journey. I must find a 
way out of suffering." 








| | 33 Reluctant to leave his 
| master, Channa pleaded: "I 
would like to be ordained too." 





34 "That can be done later. Now go 
| home and let my father and wife know 










36 In his quest to find a way out of suffering, 
Ascetic Gotama approached two well respected 
religious teachers for guidance. Very quickly, 
he learnt all that they had to teach. 
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35 At the bank of River Anoma, 
Prince Siddhatta cut off his hair 
and changed into the robe of an 
ascetic. He was only 29 years old. 
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37 One day, he thought: "I don't 
think I can find the answer by 
following others. I must do it on my 
Own." 
















38 So the Bodhisatta left his 
teachers. He came to River Neranjara. 
"This is a good place to meditate. It is 





39 As Ascetic Gotama 
strived hard to find 
his answer he 
thought: "I must not 
pive this body any 
comfort. Maybe that 
is the way out." 


72 










41 Then he decided that hi 
painful practice was not gettin 
him any nearer to the answer. S 
he decided to take food again. 
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40 For six long years, he abused his 
body badly. He starved himself until he 
fainted. He became all skin and bones 
and even came close to death. 


——oo—... 
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42 Early one morning, the Bodhisatta was given an 


unexpected breakfast of milk rice from Sujata who had and threw the alms bowl into it with the 


just delivered a baby boy. She said: "Just as my wishes have aspiration that if he should attain Enlightenment, 
been fulfilled; may you also achieve what you are seeking.” | Í it would float t upstream. And it did. 
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43 After his meal, he went to a nearby river 








14 That evening, he sat 
under the Bodhi Tree and 
meditated. 


45 Before long, Mara the evil one came to 
challenge the Bodhisatta with his retinue of 
followers. But Mara failed to stop the 
Bodhisatta from succeeding in attaining 
Enlightenment. 


Only then did He pama 

4 Buddhagaya for the Deer Park 
E€ at Benares where He gave his 
first sermon to five ascetics. 







= 18 They had earlier followed Him and then 
deserted Him because of a misunderstanding. | 
They were His first disciples and the first 
= Arahants (saints) in the Gotama Buddha era. 
“ai The sermon was on the Four Noble Truth and 
the Noble Eightfold Path. 










6 The Buddha stained Tail tenisesit on a 
esak fullmoon Day. He was 35. He spent the 
ext seven weeks at Buddhagaya meditating | 
ad enjoying the bliss of liberation. 


k First week after Enlightenment: the Buddha JIN 50 Second week: the Buddha taught the world 
| spent the week in deep meditation and enjoying| NM a lesson on gratitude -- to show gratitude to the 
| nibbanic bliss. After that He contemplated on the e 2. Bodhi Tree which had sheltered Him, He stood 
| conditions which gave rise to countless rebirths. VYA gazing at it fora week. 
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51 Third week: He did 52 Fourth week: He spent the | 53 Fifth week: He was meditating 
walking meditation and 
contemplated on the Dhamma. 


| under the Ajapala Banyan tree when 
Mara’s daughters tried to seduce him. 


week meditating deeply in the 
Ratanaghara (special chamber). 


- 


From then on, an 
aura of six colours 
emitted from his 
body. 





“54 Sixth week: there was an unexpected storm and | 
the weather turned very cold. A Naga snake 
appeared and sheltered the Buddha with its hood. 
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55 Seven weeks after Enlightenment, the | 
Buddha ate his first meal of flour and 
honeycomb. It was offered by two merchants. 
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56 According to Sri Lankan belief, 
the Buddha went to Sri Lanka three 
times. The first was to settle a dispute 
among the Yakkas (demons) at 
Mahiyangana. That paved the way for 
the Sinhala race to settle down there. 
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57 Another occasion the Buddha stopped a 
conflict was when His relatives, the Sakkyas and the 
Koliyas, fought over the River Rohini. 





58 King Bimbisara was 
the Buddha's first royal 
patron; he presented the 
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S IAY: an ~~ Ya Buddha the Veluvana 
Aa ( A -à > S (Bamboo Grove) Monastery. 
AKU YAA m Ah \ A 









"Rahula, come 
with me," said the 
Buddha and then 
He had His 7-year- 
old son ordained. 


by his father and said: 
"Dear father, even your 
shadow is pleasing. Could 
I have my inheritance, 
please?" 


59 Seven years after He left home, the 
Buddha returned to Kapilavatthu. He 
| went to see father. 


61 Rahula was awed 





60 Yasodhara, pointing to 
the Buddha, said: "Rahula, that 
is your father. Go and ask him 
for your inheritance." 














63 The Buddha was full of compassion and wisdom. In His 45 years of service after Enlightenment, He helped 
many beings out of their suffering and taught the Dhamma to others. Here are some stories. For pictures with *, 
see back pages for full stories. 















65 The Buddha had His 
3 | cousin, Prince Nanda, 
ordained on the day he was to 
get married. * 









64 Sopaka, alone 
and deserted in the 
cemetery, pleaded: "O 
Lord, Please save me!" “ 






ya Da another visit to Sri 
Lanka, the Buddha went to 
4 Kelaniya to mediate between two 
sa kings who were fighting over a 
K S chair made of precious stones: 
"You should not get angry; with 
patience, there will be happiness." 
















69 After Suddhodhana 
died, Pajapati Gotami 
and Yasodhara wanted 
to be nuns. Together 
with many Sakkya 
ladies, they walked 150 
miles to Vesali to find 
the Buddha. After much 
persuasion the Buddha 
agreed if they would 
accept 8 more rules. 






















67 The Buddha 
had many rich 
patrons. One of them 
was Anathapindika, 
who gave Him the 
famous Jetavana 
Monastery, where the 
Buddha spent many 
rainy retreats. 












68 "Please accept 
this monastery, O 
| Noble One," said 
Toba Hana pablo 
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10 The Buddha tamed Alavaka, a ferocious man- 72 The Buddha helped a weaver’s daughter attained 
{eating demon, by patiently answering his questions. to Sotapatti (first sainthood) by asking her a series of 
puzzling questions. * 
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73 "Where are you from? / 


Where are you going to?" 
——— —— 7 





75 Visaka, a rich lady 
) patron, was the donor 
A j of the famous 

monastry, Pubbarama. 














fs“, "I will ask you a * 
question. If you can't 
answer, Í will punish 







24. | da 
not know, 
NG Sir, I do not 

know." 
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77 To please his teacher, 
Angulimala killed almost 
1000 people before he was 
stopped by the Buddha. He 
later became an Arahant.* 










y 80 The Buddha was so 
compassionate and filled 
with loving kindness that he 
could even tame a drunken 
elephant, Nalagiri. 












18 "Enough, 
Angulimala, 

you must stop 
killing and live 


a virtuous life." 











16 "Please, O 
í Noble One, accept 
í this monastery." 








"Yes, my 
Lord. Please 
» could you 

| ordain me." 


& 








81 Nalagiri was set 
free by Devadatta, an 
enemy and a former 
disciple of the Buddha, 
toharm Him. 





N A 4 i 4 . i . 
| : Cae | Bingo “5 84 Patachara lost her mind after 
82 "O Master, save me » Aa Te p Ta "3 £ a | her family was killed. * The Buddha 
| < “wal have repented! anggap” í gently awakened her, "Sister, be 
sé ease help me!" z 


Ja conscious, you can find the path tc 
“3 _ Nibbana." 




























85 The Buddha taught his 
monks to have compassion on the 
sick, T monks who attend to the 


83 Devadatta tried 
to kill the Buddha 
many times. For that 
he went to Avici 


89 “The "Buddha 
also converted 
divine beings such 
as Brahma Baka. * 


86 Kisa Gothami 
asked the Buddha 
to help revive her 
dead son. * 
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90 "I believe 


NG Sea that everything 
NOR nee Mk aN 
#87 "Kisa Gothami, A; ZA is permanent." 


Q did you find the === 
=. mustard seeds from a 
ke family with no deaths?" - 


































Be 
No AR A ol ef ee 
“91 "You are Wrong 
þv is permanen 
even you are subject t 
birth, decay an 
death." 





88 "No, my Lord, Í know now 
that there are no such seeds in 
the world; there is no one family 
| which has not seen death." 











92 The Buddha treated the rich and poor alike. Among 94 Such was the virtue of the Buddha that both men 
and devas competed to serve Him. Once when He fell 


those who presented Him with gifts was the courtesan 
Ambapali, who gave Him her mango plantation. 
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93 "Please Lord accept 
my humble gift," said 
Ambapali. 








; j King 20211 "2 A 
95 "It is my duty 
and honour to 
serve you, O Noble 
| One." 
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97 Soon after, the 
Second Chief Disciple, 
Moggallana, was hacked 
into pieces by assassins 
sent by jealous enemies. 


96 Sariputta, the First 
Chief Disciple, passed into 
Parinibbana six months before 
the Buddha’s own death. 












~ 99 One day, Mara 
ZI approached the Buddha 
and said: "It is time for 
your Parinibbana." 











98 In a previous life very long ago, hi 
Moggallana had beaten to death his aged 
parents. For that sin, he had suffered for 
a long time in Avici hell. In this last life, 
even though he is an Arahant, he could 


not escape and had to suffer a cruel death. 










ir "O Mara! Make 
thyself happy. That 
| | shall be in three 
Patas yaari 7 months’ time." 
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Í 102 The Buddha appeared on earth to teach Truth as it 

truly is and also the way out of Suffering. During His 
| long and successful ministry of 45 years, Gotama 
PP, A Li | | Buddha felt He had fulfilled His mission and His work 
Aa | Be | was over. He decided not to extend His life. 
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101 At the Buddha’s words, the elements protested: 
the heaven broke, rain poured, lighting struck and the 
thunder roared. 


103 Some of the Buddha’s closest kins had already 
preceded Him to Parinibbana: among them, His two 
chief disciples, His wife Yasodhara, His foster mother 
Pajapati Gotami and even His son Rahula. 
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journey to Kusinara, a small village where He ha 
decided he would attain Parinibbana. Mindfully Hi 
walked the last six miles from Pava to Kusinara but thi 


pain He was in forced Him to stop and rest 25 times. 
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104 The Buddha took his last meal at Pava. It was sg, 
offered by Cunda a smith. Only the Buddha took the 

food: He told Cunda to bury what He did not finish. 

Soon after He fell very sick and was in terrible pain. 
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107 The Buddha's personal attendant of 25 years, | 
Ananda, wept bitterly. Consoling him, the Buddha 
said, "Enough, Ananda, do not grieve or weep. Have I not | 
already told you that we have to separate ourselves from | 
everything that is dear and pleasant to us? You have done | 
| much merits. Be freed from defilement soon." 
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106 Along the way to Kusinara, the devas and 
other divine beings came to pay their last respects. 
They also sprinkled flowers and played music. 



































108 The Lord Gotama Buddha's final resting place was a couch placed between two Sal trees in a park 
outside Kusinara. Mindfully, He laid down to rest on His right. 





Then he addressed the gathering of bhikkhus (monks): "If any of you have any doubts about the Buddha, 
Dhamma (His teaching) and Sangha (Order of monks) or the method of practice, question mé now. Do not regret 
later that you had not clarify your doubts when I am still around." Three times He repeated this and there was 
silence. The Buddha continued: "All component things are subject to change. Strive on with diligence." 


With these last words, He went slowly into deep meditation and passed into Parinibbana soon after. It was 
fullmoon day of Vesak month, in 543 B.C. That day was also His 80th birthday. 





SOPAKA 


Sopaka was born of parents of a low caste in Rajagaha. His 
father died when he was still a baby and his mother remarried. Sopaka's step- 
father disliked him very much. One day, he got very angry with Sopaka for 
quarrelling with his own son. To punish Sopaka, he dragged Sopaka to a 
cemetery, tied him to a dead body and left him there. 


Sopaka grew more and more terrified as it got darker and darker. 
He screamed for help and sobbed pitifully in fear. Suddenly he saw a ray of 
light and heard a calm voice consoling him, "Do not be afraid Sopaka, Í would 
help you." 


It was the Buddha. He had seen Sopaka's plight and went to save 
him. By his psychic powers, He willed Sopaka to be freed from his ropes. 
Then the Buddha issued forth a ray of light to guide Sopaka to the Jetavana 
monastery where he was then staying in. On reaching Jetavana, Sopaka threw 
himself at the feet of the Buddha who preached a sermon to him. At the end 
of the discourse, Sopaka realized the fruit of Sotapatti. 


Meanwhile, Sopaka's mother was frantically looking for her lost 
son. In despair she went to the Jetavana monastery to seek the Buddha's help. 
There, the Buddha preached to her that there was no purpose in looking for 
children and other kinsmen without looking for the path for deliverance. At 
the end of the sermon, she too realized the fruit of Sotapatti. As for Sopaka, 
he attained to Arahatta with that discourse. He was then only seven years old. 


--000-- 


PRINCE NANDA 


Prince Nanda was the half brother of the Buddha and the son of 
Pajapati Gotami, the Buddha's foster mother. On the day that Nanda was to 
celebrate his consecration, house-warming and marriage, the Buddha entered 
his house for alms. He gave His bowl to Nanda, wished him luck, rose from 
his seat and left without taking His bowl along. Out of respect for the Buddha, 
Nanda did not dare ask the Buddha to take His bowl back. So he had no 
choice but to follow the Buddha out of the house. He kept hoping that the 
Buddha would turn around and take the bowl back. But his hopes were 
dashed as the Buddha walked mindfully on. His heart pained when he heard 
his fiancee called out to him from her balcony, "Hurry back my lord!" 


After reaching the monastery, the Buddha asked Nanda if he 
would like to enter the Order. Deeply respectful of the Buddha, Nanda found 
that he could not say 'no' and so he agreed to be ordained. But he was very 
unhappy and he kept thinking of his fiancee. The Buddha, reading Nanda's 
mind, thought of a plan to set him on the right path. He brought Nanda to a 
heavenly plane to show him celestial nymphs. On the way up, Nanda was 
shown a singed she-monkey clinging to a burnt-up stump in a scorched field. 
When Nanda reached the heavenly plane, he was so struck by the celestial 
nymphs that he compared his fiancee to the old she-monkey they saw earlier. 


The Buddha promised that he could have them if he persevere in 
his practice as instructed. Nanda eagerly agreed to. But this got to the ears of 
the other Bhikkhus who ridiculed him. Nanda, ashamed of his base motive, 
then strived on diligently and eventually attained to Arahatta. 


--000-- 


ALAVAKA 


Alavaka was a man-eating demon who resided in a forest cave. 
One morning the Buddha foreseeing that a young prince, who was to be sent 
as food to Alavaka that day could become an Anagamii if he survived the 
ordeal, decided to save him. He then went to Alavaka's cave to stop him. 
Alavaka was not in. The Buddha asked Alavaka's gate-keeper, Gadrabha, for 
permission to spend one night in the cave. Gadrabha said that Alavaka was 
away in the snowy region attending a meeting of demons and that the Buddha 
should not even think of spending a night there as Alavaka was extremely 
ferocious and had no respect even for his parents. 


When the Buddha repeated his request, Gadrabha told Him that 
he must inform his master and rushed off to the snowy region. The Buddha 
entered the abode and sat on Alavaka's seat. The females in the abode saluted 
the Buddha and sat around Him to listen to Him. 


When Alavaka was told by Gadrabha of the Buddha's arrival in 
his abode, he was furious and rushed home. On the way, he met two demons 
who congratulated him on his good fortune of having the Buddha at his 
abode. (On their way to the meeting, they had seen the Buddha at Alavaka's 
place and had saluted Him.) That made Alavaka even more furious. 


The moment he got home, Alavaka told the Buddha to get out of 
his abode. The Buddha complied silently. Alavaka was pleased with his own 
power and decided to instruct the Buddha to come in again. The Buddha 
again silently complied. Three times Alavaka did this and three times the 
Buddha went along. At the fourth time, the Buddha said, "Enough, my friend, 
I am not getting out. You may do whatever you like." 


Alavaka said, "I will ask you a question. If you cannot answer it, Í 
will distort your mind, or Í will split your heart, or Í will take you by your feet 
and throw you across the river." 


The Buddha replied, "My friend, there is nobody in all these 
worlds who can distort my mind or split my heart or take me by my feet and 
throw me across the river. However, if you have a question, ask." 


Alavaka asked his questions in stanzas. His parents had learnt 
both the questions and answers from Buddha Kassapa and taught them to 
him but Alavaka had forgotten the answers. But he’ had preserved the 
questions by writing them down on gold leaves and kept them well. The first 
lot of questions was as followed: 


"What is the greatest wealth for a man? What brings the highest 
bliss when well mastered? What is the sweetest of all tastes? What is the best 
way of life?" | 


The Buddha answered, "The greatest wealth for a man is faith. 
The true doctrine when well mastered brings the highest bliss. The sweetest 
taste is the Truth. Wise living is the best way of life." 


Alavaka next asked the Buddha, "How does one cross the flood? 
How does one cross the sea? How does one overcome sorrow? How is one 
purified?" 


The Buddha replied, "By confidence one crosses the flood. By 
heedfulness one crosses the sea. By effort one overcomes sorrow. By wisdom 
is one purified." 


Then finally Alavaka asked, "How is wisdom gained? How are 
riches found? How is fame gained? How are friends bound? Passing from this 
world to the next, how does one not grieve?" 


The Buddha said, "The heedful, intelligent person gains wisdom 
by hearing the Dhamma of the Pure Ones that leads to Nibbana. He who does 
what is proper strenuously gains wealth. By truth one attains fame. 
Generosity binds friends. He who has faith and possessed four virtues -- 
truthfulness, good morals, courage and liberality -- grieves not after passing 
away." j 


When the Buddha had answered all the questions, He told 
Alavaka that if there was anything he was not satisfied with, he should feel free 
to ask other religious teachers. Alavaka exclaimed with joy and gratitude that 
he was fully satisfied with the answers and there was no need to ask anyone 


else. He then took refuge in the Triple Gem and became a life-long devotee of 
the Buddha. 


aa 


THE WEAVER'S DAUGHTER 


The Weaver's Daughter was 16 years old when she heard a | 
sermon from the Buddha on the uncertainty of life and the certainty of death. 
The maiden decided on the spot to take up the Buddha's advice that one 
should practise meditation on death at all time. For the next three years, she 
conscientiously meditated on death day and night. 


One day, the Buddha, while surveying the world with his divine 
eye, saw that the maiden's mind was ready to understand His Teaching. So 
He set off to find her. When she heard that the Buddha was coming to town, 
her heart was filled with much joy and she wanted to go immediately to pay 
her respect to the Buddha. But at that moment, her father told her to run an 
errand for him. Reluctantly, she agreed to but she knew that that would take 
up much time and she would be late for the Buddha's sermon. 


Meanwhile, the Buddha had finished lunch and sat down in 
preparation to give His sermon. But when He saw that the maiden was not 
among the crowd, He said, "I came here for the sake of a certain maiden. As 
vet she could not be here. I will start when she is here." So the whole 
gathering waited silently for her. 


Finally, the maiden finished her work and set off for her father’s 
workshop. On the way, she passed the congregation and stood gazing at the 
Buddha. He also lifted His head and gazed at her. By His manner of looking 
at her, she knew that He wanted to speak to her and she was the very reason 
why He came to the town. At that point, the Buddha knew that her death was 
imminent that day and that if He did not preach to her, she would die and her 
future birth would be uncertain. But if she did listen to his sermon, she 
would attain to the Fruit and she would be reborn in the Tusita heaven. 


The maiden approached the Buddha and He asked her, "Maiden, 
where are you from?" "I know not, Reverend Sir." "Where are you going to?" 
"I know not, Reverend Sir." "You know not?" "I know, Reverend Sir." "You 
know?" "I know not, Reverend Sir." 


The congregation was offended that she did not reply to the 
Buddha properly. They felt that she should have answered 'from the Weaver's 
house' when asked 'where she was from', and 'to the Weaver's workshop' 
when asked 'where she was going to'. 


The Buddha asked the maiden to explain her answers. She said, 
"Reverend Sir, you knew that I came from my father's house so when you 
asked me where Í was from, you meant where was I from before being born 
into this life and that Í do not know. And when you asked where I was going 
to, you meant where would I be reborn after I die and that I do not know. To 
both questions, I do not have the answers." 


The Buddha praised her for answering rightly. Then He said, 
"When I asked ’you know not’ why did you say ’I know’ and when I asked you 
‘you know’ you replied 'I know not’." 


The maiden said, "Reverend Sir, I replied ’I know’ because | 
know I will surely die. But I replied 'I know not’, because I know not when 
that would take place." The Buddha praised her for getting both answers right 
again and admonished the congregation for misunderstanding her replies. He 
then pronounced a stanza: 


"Blind is this world; few are there that see. 
As few go to heaven as birds escape from a net." 


With that she was established in the Fruit. Later that day, the 
maiden was accidentally stabbed by the tip of her father’s weaving loom and, 
as the Buddha had predicted, she died from her injury. She was reborn in the 
Tusita heaven. 


--000-- 


ANGULIMALA 


Angulimala was the son of the Chief Adviser to the King of . 
Kosala. His original name was Ahimsaka, the Harmless One. When he was of 
age, he was sent to Takkasila for his studies. Ahimsaka did so well that his 
classmates were all eaten up with envy. They plotted against him and 
succeeded in convincing the teacher that Ahimsaka was behaving improperly 
with his wife. That so enraged him that he decided to have Ahimsaka killed. 


As was the custom of the day, the teacher was entitled to set a 
fee for his teaching. He took the opportunity to instruct Ahimsaka that he 
wanted 1,000 right thumbs as his fee. Ahimsaka was shocked and tried to 
dissuade his teacher who warned him that he would be cursed if he disobeyed 
his orders. So reluctantly Ahimsaka took up arms and went into the forest to 
start his killings. In no time, he had devastated a whole region. To keep track 
of the number of people he had killed, Ahimsaka strung the fingers of his 
victims into a garland. Henceforth, he was called Angulimala, the man with a 
garland of fingers. 


The king heard of his exploits and wanted to capture him. When 
Angulimala’s mother heard about that, she decided that she must warn her 
son and set off alone to the forest. Meanwhile, Angulimala was impatiently 
waiting for his final victim; he knew he already had 999 fingers and could not 
wait to finish his mission. 


The Buddha was then surveying the world with his divine eye 
and saw that Angulimala had the potential to attain to Arahatta in that life 
time but that would not happen if he had killed his mother. Out of 
compassion, He decided to save Angulimala. So He went to the forest and 
intercepted Angulimala just as he was about to waylay his mother. 
Angulimala was distracted by the Buddha and ran after Him with all his 
weapons in hand. The Buddha willed that Angulimala would not come near 
Him. So tried as hard as he could and as fast as he could, Angulimala could 
not catch up with the Buddha who seemed to be walking mindfully and 
slowly. Finally, Angulimala cried out in frustration, "Stop, you monk, stop!" 
The Buddha turned around and said, "I have stopped, you have not." 
Angulimala stopped immediately and requested the Buddha to explain. 


The Buddha replied, "I am always at a stop, Angulimala, for | 
have refrained from causing any harm to anybody. As for you, you have not 
restrained yourself from harming living HAKA Therefore, I say that I have 
stopped and you have not." 


Instantly Angulimala understood what the Buddha said and 
threw away his weapons. Prostrating at the feet of the Buddha, Angulimala 
begged to be ordained. The Buddha said, "Come O Bhikkhu" and instantly 
Angulimala became a monk. The Buddha brought Angulimala back to his 
monastery. 


After entering the Order, life was not easy for Angulimala. When 
he went on his alms rounds, he was attacked by people who were relatives of 
his former victims and would often return to the monastery bleeding. The 
Buddha advised him to be patient as that was his evil kamma which he had to 
bear. 


One day while on an alms round, Angulimala came across a 
woman in terrible labour pain. Moved by compassion, he reported this to the 
Buddha who taught him the Angulimala Paritta: 

"Sister, since I entered into Sainthood, I have not consciously 
destroyed the life of any living being. By this truth may you be whole and 


may your child be whole!" 


Angulimala studied the Paritta, went to the woman and made 
this Act of Truth. Instantly she delivered the child with great ease. 


In due course, Angulimala attained to Arahatta. 


--000-- 


KISA GOTHAMI 


Kisa Gothami was the wife of a millionaire's son in Savatthi. . 
One day her only child died unexpectedly. Grief-stricken, she carried the boy 
in her arms and ran crying to the Buddha, "Venerable Sir, please save my son, 
please give him some medicine and cure him." 


“Yes, sister, | know the way; but you must help me too. Go back 
to the city of Savatthi and bring me a few mustard seeds from a house where 
no death has occurred, and that will be the medicine for your child," said the 
Buddha. 


Delighted Kisa Gothami searched through the whole city. From 
house to house she asked in desperation, "Has there been death in your 
house? If not could you please give me a few mustard seeds to bring my baby 
back to life." But everywhere she went, she was gently told, "No dear, death 
has taken our sons, daughters, mothers, fathers....," 


And Kisa Gothami realized that such is the nature of things: 
where there is birth, there must be death. She gently laid down the body of 
her child in a grave and went back to the Buddha who asked, "Sister, have you 
found me the mustard seeds?" 


"The need is gone, Sire. Please help me, Lord. Help me let go of 
the clinging that pains me now." The Buddha spoke of how all the 
attachments in the world caused us to be reborn again and again. Hearing 
that, Kisa Gothami attained to the second stage of sainthood. She then asked 
for and was given permission to be ordained as a nun. She was very 
hardworking. One night, as she sat contemplating on the flames in some oil 
lamps, she realised the impermanent nature of all component things and 
attained to Arahatta. 


--000-- 


PATACHARA 


Patachara was the beautiful pampered daughter of a millionaire 
of Savatthi. On the eve of an arranged marriage, she eloped with’ one of her 
servants. With him, she led a very difficult life and suffered much. They had a 
child in due course. 


During her second pregnancy, Patachara yearned to go home to 
her parents for her confinement. She repeatedly pestered her husband to let 
her go. But he refused, he was afraid that he would be beaten up by his in- 
laws and dared not face them. Patachara waited until he was away and set off 
for her parents home alone. But he managed to catch up with her halfway 
just as she was about to go into labour. Her husband then decided that it was 
pointless to dissuade her. Instead he went about clearing a little patch of land 
for her to rest and shelter from the storm which was just breaking. While so 
doing, he was bitten by a poisonous snake and died on the spot. Patachara 
was unaware of his death. She gave birth to her second son while waiting for 
him to come back. It was not until morning that she went to search for him 
and found his body. 


Deeply grieved, she decided to make her way home to Savatthi 
alone. She tried to cross the swirling river, which was swollen with water 
from the storm the night before. But she found that difficult because she had 
two young children with her. She decided to cross the river with the baby first 
and told the elder son to sit by the bank and play. After she made her way 
across, she placed the baby on the bank and waded back for the elder son. 
Just when she was halfway across the river, she suddenly heard a sound, 
turned back and saw a hawk carrying the baby away. Quickly she raised her 
hands to scare the hawk off. The elder son at the other bank, thinking that 
she was calling him, jumped into the river to get to her and drowned. 


Weeping and lamenting over the death of her husband and two 
children, she went towards Savatthi. There she was told by a stranger that 
both her parents and her brother had died the previous night when their 
house collapsed on them following a violent storm. They had already been 
cremated. Patachara went mad and began to roam the streets weeping and 
lamenting. 


Just then, the Buddha, who was preaching to a gathering, saw | 
her and caused her to come towards Him. As Patachara drew near, He said: 
"Sister, have no fear; you have come to one who can protect you and guide 
you." Immediately Patachara regained her senses and realized that she was 
half naked. She sguatted in shame and a kind stranger threw a robe over her. 
She prostrated at the feet of the Buddha and related her tragic tale. The 
Buddha consoled her and said that there was no purpose in lamenting over 
the dead, "Throughout this round of existence, you had shed much tears at 
the death of your sons, husbands, parents and brothers. Do not worry too 
much about those who were gone. Purify yourself and you can find the path 
to Nibbana." He then preached a sermon to her and she realized the fruit of 
Sotapatti. 


The grateful Patachara asked to be ordained and was permitted 
to enter the Order of Nuns. One day, while washing her feet with water from 
a water-pot, she contemplated on the flow of water and realized the 
impermanence of things. Soon after, Patachara attained to Arahatta. 


--000-- 


BRAHMA BAKA 


Brahma Baka had been born and reborn in the Brahma worlds 
six times. He lived so long in the Brahma worlds that he forgot the process of 
birth and death and thought that he could live forever. ‘He boasted to the 
Buddha so. He also said that there were other Buddhas before Gotama 
Buddha but they had all become extinct and no one could tell where they had 
gone. He even suggested that the Buddha should follow his teaching and 
enjoy the same glory. The Buddha corrected Brahma Baka and explained to 
him the reasons behind his six former births in the Brahma worlds. At the 
end of His sermon, Brahma Baka confessed that the Buddha was right and 
acknowledged the superiority of the Buddha. He took refuge in the Triple 
Gem. 


--000-- 
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